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HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGIN.

SERING RECORD.

PLATTSBURGH AIR FORCE BASE.
BASE PHOTO LABORATORY
{Plattsburgh Air Force Base, Building No. 2718)

HAER Mo NY-326-CG

Lovation: : cticut Road, Bast of Tdahe Avenue, Plattsburgh, Clinton
Coun{y_i_ New York
UTM: 18:622320.4945440,
Quad: Plattsburgh, NY-VT, 1:24,000:(1966)

Date of Construciion: 1956 |

Architeet; Tnknewn

'}3rezse:n-t:(}?gﬂer:i_ United S:%a,%&s Alr Foree

Present Use; Vacant

Significancer Building No. 2710 provided 4,046 square feet of photo lab space

and 1,078 square feet of audiovisual space. The Basé Photo Lab
prov ided phetography and.other visial services required to support.
the hé‘}ii%ke' pitig  mandgement, §§Ef€;‘f‘m&£l€}§§ and operational
functi ; hasé ergzzmzai; ions;. md :

It did not
.mspmmbzi Ev

ﬁudlo.a .l.isuif}l facility,

Proiect Information: Building No. 2710 at Plausburgh Air Foice Base {AFB) i$ being
documented in accordance with HAFR standards to-mitigate for the
potential adverse effects of transferring deed of title to'the property
from Federal ownership. The property transfer is a result of the
disposal and reuse ol Plattsburgh AFB, gur%&z’zz’zi o the Delense
Base Closure and Rea%xgnme&t Act of 1893, The mitigation is a
stipulation:of a Pr%msﬁiﬂat-ic Agreermént (F‘A) amotig the U.S, Al
Force, the New York State servation. Officer, and the
Advisery-Couneil on Historie Prese vation {Qetober 2000).

Michael Punmiphrey:
Deborah Dobson-Brgwii
Earth Tech, Ine.

1461 East Cooley Drive
Colton, CA- 92324
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Summary Description of Base Photo Laboratory {Building No. 271

Layout

Building No. 2710 is a 5,118 square-foot, one-story, reinforced concrete block building. Its roof has a
minimal pitch to it (appearing to be almost flaty, has winimal overbangs, and hosts three ventilators and
several air ducts.  The building s rectangutar in plan. On the northeast fagnde there is an offset that
measures 17747 x 127-87, The southeast fagade hosts a {lat roof. covered vestibnle 47-07 x 5707, while

the northeast facade has wvestibule measuring 10°-0" x 47-07 The front (northeast) fagade h:fi:; ro
windows, while the remaining facades have limited numbers ol individual and paired. one-over-ohe,
double-hung, wood sash windows with precast concrete sills.

Alterations/Additions
There bave been no major alterations or additions made to Building No. 2710
Function

Juilding No. 271 was used as exclusively as a photographic laboratory providing visual services to a
variety of base organizations, as well as for general information.  This facility was not used for
photograplic Lsks normally undertaken by reconnaissance laboratories, special mission faboratories, or
for andiovisual needs.

Significance

The end of Warld War H saw the beginning of hostile relations between the Soviet Union and the United
States. bused on differing social, economic. and political views. As this "Cold War™ escalated, the United
States instituted a policy of containment, which called for a "peacetu!” blocking of the expansion of
Soviet political and ecanemic influence. Nuclear weapans, which had also developed at the end of World
War 11, held o signiticant place in this conflict, but it was theorized that an American nuclear capability, if
strong enough. could deter unwanted Sovict expansion.

‘On March 21, 1946, the Stategic Air Command (SAC)Y was organized 1*, one of the three new major
commands in a réorganized Ay Air Force, SAC was considered the "big stick” of U5 MNational
military strength, and was given the responsibility of delivering the atomic weapons. With the metto

"peace 15 our pr ion” SAC was the physical realization of America's deterrence theory.

among » which would have ‘a} %:sa ugmzﬁed the Ha»{_ Photo L abomtuw Bgﬂdmg “‘\(G 2710

Building No. 2710 at Plattisburgh AFB was constructed in 1957 to provide state-of-the-art photography
services Tor all base operational needs, except for reconnaissance and special izsion photography
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requirements, Tt-was-in this capacity that Builling No. 2710 both supported and enhanced the
administrative aspects of the SAC mission.

Drawings
Copies of as-built drawings for the Base Photo Laboratery, Builling No. 2070, are archived at:

Adr Force Historical Research Agency/ISA
600 Chennault Circle
Maxwell Air Force Rase, AL 36112-6424

Sources

Tetra Tech, Inc.

1995 Survey of Cold War-Fra Buildings and Structures at Plastshurgh Air Force Base, Clinton Counnty,
New York Prepared for the U8, Department of the A Force, Air Foree Center for
Environmental Excellence, Brocks Air Force Base, Texas.

United States Air Fosce
1959 Platisburgh Air Force Base Real Property Accountable Record (1959-1939).

United States Adr Foree
Y091 Pouce.. s our Profession: Alere Operations and the Strategic Ay Command, 1957-1991. Ottice
of the Historian, Headquarters Strateeic Alr Comumand, Offutt Alr Force Base, Nebraskn,

United States Air Force
2000 Plattsburgh Air Force Base Real Property Inventory Detail List.

U8, Pepartment of the Air Force, Alr Foree Center for Environmental fxcellence
1998 Diruft Historic Building biveniory and Evaduation Plutisburgh Air Force Base New York, Volumes
Tand H, June.
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Sketch notto-Scale
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SKETCH PLAN — BASE PHOTO LABORATORY BUILDING
(Plattsbyirgh Alf Force Base, Bullding'No. 27107 N
(Seurce: Plattsburgh AFR-CAD File, Prépared by the United States Air Force, & 2000)
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